
ISSUE 672/September 17, 2026

The Rundbrief Rundown
These are your top takeaways from this week's message:

No school on Monday, September 21
Fall Universal Screening is underway
New TCGIS Swag Store launching today, September 17
Looking for a few more Elternkontakte (EK)
Preschool connections wanted
Kinderclub October Booking & Fall Enrichment Classes closing
Firearms safety

Message from the Executive Director
Liebe TCGIS Gemeinschaft / Dear TCGIS Community,

We are all getting nicely settled into the school year, and it has

been wonderful to see our students and staff finding their rhythm.

Planning for our German Exchange students is wrapping up, and

we are getting very excited for their arrival next Friday!

Conferences are coming up in October, which is earlier in the

school year than in the past. Please look for an email next week

with more information about conference sign-ups.

During teacher workshop week in August, we spent time reflecting on screen use in our

classrooms. Teachers were surveyed about their current practices and how they would like



to see our use of technology evolve. From those conversations, we created a TCGIS

Screen Use Guidelines infographic and a decision-making checklist for teachers to use

when considering whether a screen is the right tool for a particular lesson or activity. I

have shared our guidelines below for our community to see.

I hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful fall weather! Thank you for choosing TCGIS and,

most importantly, for choosing to share your children with us each day. We are grateful to

be part of their lives and learning.

Mit freundlichen Grüßen,

Kimberly Hackett
Interim Executive Director

School News & Updates

Reminder: No school on Monday; Kinderclub open

There is no school this Monday, September 21. KinderClub is open.

There are no remaining drop-in spots left.

If you have questions, please contact kinderclub@tcgis.org.

Do You Know Someone Still Looking for a Great School?

mailto:kinderclub@tcgis.org


Did you know that over 70% of our families discover TCGIS

through word of mouth? Our current parents play a vital role in

helping other families find our community! If you know someone

who is still looking for a great school, let them know that we are

still accepting applications and hosting tours. Email

enrollment@tcgis.org to set up a tour or with any enrollment

questions.

Preschool connections wanted

Spread the word about TCGIS! We would love to partner with your

child's former preschool to invite incoming Kindergarteners to apply to

TCGIS for the 27/28 school year. Can you connect me with a

preschool or childcare provider you have a relationship with?

BFretwell@tcgis.org

TCGIS Swag Store open

Get new TCGIS gear for Fan Fridays now!

On Fridays going forward, wear TCGIS gear or anything

with our school colors to show our school spirit.

20% OFF all Sideline Store purchases with code

SPIRIT20 (for a limited time).

Still collecting outgrown gear:

If you have any TCGIS gear that does not fit anyone at your house, we will collect and

redistribute anything in good condition. Just drop off TCGIS gear in the office or contact Birte

Fretwell if you are interested in receiving pre-loved items.

Taking care of library books

We will start book check-out next week! This year we hope all students will

use a book bag (plastic ziplock, cloth, etc) to protect their precious German

books from the ravages of grungy backpacks. 

We are still looking for library volunteers for the 11:00-12:00 slot on

Tuesdays or Wednesdays.

https://www.tcgis.org/enrollment.html
mailto:enrollment@tcgis.org
mailto:bfretwell@tcgis.org
https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/minnesota/stpaul/twin-cities-german-immersion-school
mailto:bfretwell@tcgis.org
mailto:bfretwell@tcgis.org


No trading cards or toys to be brought to school

We are seeing an increase in Pokemon cards being out and traded

between students, which is distracting from our learning

environment. Please help us keep Pokemon cards and toys at

home! Our Family Handbook says, "Students must not use non-

TCGIS-supplied toys or games during the school day without

special permission from a teacher (such as, for instance, for show-

and-tell)."

Thank you for your support!

Elternkontakte needed - 4A parents

Elternkontakte (parent contacts), or EKs, are parent volunteers who

provide an additional communication channel between the teacher

and the parents in their child's homeroom/advisory.

We have had volunteers for all elementary classes with the

exemption of 4A (Herr Lubben). If your child is in 4A and you are

interested, please email bfretwell@tcgis.org to volunteer.

Our EKs would like to reach out to parents but we need your

permission to share your contact information. If you are open to be

contacted by the EK for your class, please submit your information here to be shared with them.

The TCGIS Parents for Firearm Safety Group

The TCGIS Parents for Firearm Safety initiative started in 2024

with the goal to share schoolwide communications and reminders

about safe firearm storage practices in private homes.

Views on firearms are nuanced and differ. At TCGIS, we neither

condemn those who do or do not own firearms, and we take

seriously those who are concerned about gun violence in our

community. We believe that ⎼ no matter what the specific views of

each of us are ⎼ we all share common ground: we all want our

children to be safe. Read more here or contact parent Patricia Jewitt.

Kindergarten Playdate organized by the FEC

mailto:bfretwell@tccgis.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScq9Qo0_08GVQO9ioC5uRbtdghSaZusYhrsOLeZBnt_rcAWVg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZeSDPy8TqiErY2QLty1cad_-IC9nh-aK/edit
mailto:jewett.patricia@gmail.com


The Family Engagement Council (FEC) is inviting all Kindergarten

families including their siblings to the Como Playground (across from the

Como Zoo):

Saturday, September 26

4pm

Kinderclub October Booking & Fall Enrichment Classes

Kinderclub October Booking (Regpack) & Fall Enrichment Classes

Registration (Infinite Campus) are now open through September 17th.

For questions contact dgerding-futagaki@tcgis.org before making

any payment.

GAPP needs your empty gallon jugs

In just two weeks, friends from Germany will be arriving to kick off the SY

26/27 GAPP exchange program. To celebrate, the GAPP team is planning

our annual, student exchange tie-dye event. We're in need of washed and

rinsed gallon-size plastic jugs with lids for mixing dyes. Please bring any

empties you have to the front office or to science room 313. Your

contributions will help make this event a success and be more environmentally conscious.

Resources and information

DONATE TO TCGIS

TCGIS CALENDAR

TCGIS HOMEPAGE

FAMILY RESOURCESFacebook
Instagram
LinkedIn

https://files.constantcontact.com/bfe3114f001/02f43d6d-283d-4e89-b162-80e7fe7cee7d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/bfe3114f001/02f43d6d-283d-4e89-b162-80e7fe7cee7d.pdf
https://www.tcgis.org/fec.html
https://8xpcb9dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wuK2v8m2IKTmfDDnIAVfxStUZjw5IxWgxJIxpihhksqsR66wXqJGRDPO-vAr-2saqr8phTdZGzDytZgIOrnBlZ8eTd_PAv2ShvHuP5OXYkKylSy12rSDSsMZjklG13MVZKKvwsnmd30PVVAmuBQv5XGnFTCt6Xuyj55XMo4CED0N4xFXgxKQ2AwemsZntg0g7AObJngcw36a6UPckzYBvA==&c=N08jg7pNVJWKomqfdWV4ZYYl97GYayvKYXjc0KP5xIVdQTBPVSCGFw==&ch=3kt6mVlq2FLiopevWrdFHphc49a23LQrHFXeSKl3UI6Xg99PfgtRhA==
https://8xpcb9dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wuK2v8m2IKTmfDDnIAVfxStUZjw5IxWgxJIxpihhksqsR66wXqJGRDPO-vAr-2saV9NvSc9_6OD5waO3gabWM6pK1_MNNhGPLcOEFvC-T3fBvLJ7-J5VB9Mn9oUyFODi7uWry9qCPto5BoZauL3ZRMU7vGzzjtfK5YOlyaVnuXCMUsFwX6JhqgR3k5ZGQXET&c=N08jg7pNVJWKomqfdWV4ZYYl97GYayvKYXjc0KP5xIVdQTBPVSCGFw==&ch=3kt6mVlq2FLiopevWrdFHphc49a23LQrHFXeSKl3UI6Xg99PfgtRhA==
mailto:dgerding-futagaki@tcgis.org
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/KsSU_e6DUD7QTyx78SD4hw
https://www.tcgis.org/school-calendar.html
http://tcgis.org/
https://www.tcgis.org/all-resources.html
https://www.facebook.com/TCGIS
https://www.instagram.com/tcgis?fbclid=IwY2xjawTgd4FleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF1ZWd0Wk9EM0VKU21VN0Vwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHqrCkPylwgIOrktMcW_kNdQl7BVHr8QVaT6eTMKc9K6DtbKjVpiJQgBip_i9_aem_pj-s3gp9Vpw2EckoKTuigQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/twin-cities-german-immersion-school-k-8/


Add something to the next Rundbrief

PTO News
Note: If you don't see the calendar at the end of your Rundbrief, ﻿

﻿click "View entire message" to read the entire Rundbrief. Danke!﻿﻿

﻿Invitation from the PTO

Halloween events are great but Herbstfest

ist großartig!

Everyone was sad when we had to cancel

our beloved Halloween event last year - and

we don't want that to happen this year so

this year we are going to make it even

bigger and better!

We want trick or treat tables, we want

carnival games, we want music!

We already have 2 food trucks set up and we are getting people excited.

Next, we need YOU! Sign up to host a trick or treat table or a game/activity space (indoor or

outdoor).

Our Donation Form for the Fall Community Auction is open!

The Fall Auction is one of our biggest annual events and is so much fun. Donations from the

community that we ask for can be favorite items, baked goods, gift cards or gatherings. Really,

the sky is the limit!

And then for 3.5 days, the TCGIS community can bid on items and gatherings. Deadline for

submission is October 19.

Contact the PTO with questions.

Join the PTO!

The PTO is a low commitment volunteer opportunity and always a lot of fun. We have space on

Staff Appreciation, Fundraising, Communications, and Finance. ﻿

Email us with questions.

https://tcgis-festival.cheddarup.com/
https://tcgis-festival.cheddarup.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezn_keO3IaN-LYKyxPmHwONHgvml1Wqd23jLrQwEPm5U4B-w/viewform
https://tcgis-festival.cheddarup.com/
https://forms.gle/ow2ZepzRmXXpVW3D7
mailto:tcgispto@gmail.com
mailto:tcgispto@gmail.com


Signal groups to connect with grade level parents

The PTO set up Signal groups for each grade level for parents to

connect with each other if they wish to do so. Click on the logo to

download the free app and click on this document to find the grade

level group by graduation year, eg. 2035 just started Kindergarten.

Email bfretwell@tcgis.org with any questions.

School Board (Schulvorstand)
Announcements

Upcoming School Board & Committee Meetings

Board Meeting: Thursday, September 24: 6:30pm in room 100 or via Zoom

Governance Committee Meeting: Monday, October 5th 6:30 pm - 8pm via Google Meet

Finance Committee Meeting: Tuesday, October 6, 6:30pm-8pm via Google Meet

Fundraising Committee Meeting: Tuesday, October 6, 3:30pm - 4:30pm via Google Meet

Committee of the Whole: Thursday, October 8, 6:30pm in room 310

Community Events

Events at the Germanic American Institute

The GAI offers a number of events and youth language programs including DSD I exam

preparation.

https://signal.org/download/
https://signal.org/download/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kJ2q06cloDCJQGwEfGXZkMEzuBR_hm2t45RisEFBIDk/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:bfretwell@tcgis.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81170148632?pwd=ZUhGYUJia3dMdmhtMnU4UFZ0aUZ5UT09
https://meet.google.com/dcc-zqdo-ava
http://meet.google.com/icn-jvoj-fqc
https://meet.google.com/bup-nqzx-zzn
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/gai/2347091
https://www.gaimn.org/youth-programs
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