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The Rundbrief Rundown
These are your top takeaways from this week's message:

Fall Universal Screening is underway
New TCGIS Swag Store launching, September 17
Looking for a few more Elternkontakte (EK)
Kinderclub October Booking & Fall Enrichment Classes now open

Message from the Principal
Liebe TCGIS Gemeinschaft / Dear TCGIS Community,

We are almost two weeks into the school year, and we are getting into

our routines. Teachers are establishing classroom agreements, norms,

and expectations while students are learning classroom, lunchroom,

arrival, and dismissal procedures. Our Kindergarteners are learning all

about school. Our 5th graders, as new Middle School students, are

getting into the groove of passing time and changing classes. Thank you for your patience as we

navigate our new dismissal platform and work through some of the bumps that come with a new

system.

Also, I want to personally thank you all for choosing TCGIS. Twelve years ago, I made the same

choice for my own child, and now, as he begins his senior year at Central High School, I can say

with confidence that TCGIS’s German program is such a gift. It opens doors, creates meaningful

connections, and allows our children to see and experience the world in a different way. I am



excited to be part of your child’s journey and to share in the many opportunities that come with

German immersion education!

Mit freundlichen Grüßen,

Catherine Radecki

Principal

School News & Updates

Do You Know Someone Still Looking for a Great School?

Did you know that over 70% of our families discover TCGIS

through word of mouth? Our current parents play a vital role in

helping other families find our community! If you know someone

who is still looking for a great school, let them know that we are

still accepting applications and hosting tours. Email

enrollment@tcgis.org to set up a tour or with any enrollment

questions.

Preschool connections wanted

Spread the word about TCGIS! We would love to partner with your

child's former preschool to invite incoming Kindergarteners to apply to

TCGIS for the 27/28 school year. Can you connect me with a

preschool or childcare provider you have a relationship with?

BFretwell@tcgis.org

TCGIS Swag Store coming soon

We will have the Grand Opening of our new Swag Store next Thursday,

September 17. More information coming next Rundbrief and on

Facebook!

If you have any TCGIS gear that does not fit anyone at your house, we

will collect and redistribute anything in good condition. Just drop off

TCGIS gear in the office or contact Birte Fretwell if you are interested

in receiving pre-loved items.

https://www.tcgis.org/enrollment.html
mailto:enrollment@tcgis.org
mailto:bfretwell@tcgis.org
mailto:bfretwell@tcgis.org


Fall Universal Screening

Screening started last week and will continue this week. Universal

screening is an important part of our multi-tiered systems of

support (MTSS) framework at TCGIS. It allows us to identify those

students who are on-track to meet grade-level standards in

reading and math, and also to identify those students who may

need some additional support to meet grade-level goals by the

end of the year.

For more information please read on here.

Girl Scouts - Calling Kindergarten and 3rd grade girls

A Girl Scout troop for TCGIS students began in 2015. The troop is

multi-level for students in grades K-8, as well as a group for TCGIS

alums. The troop has provided services for the school,

neighborhood, and community, as well as fun and educational

activities. We still have some openings for Kindergarten and 3rd

grade students, if you are interested, contact Kate. ​

Elternkontakte needed

Elternkontakte (parent contacts), or EKs, are parent volunteers who

provide an additional communication channel between the teacher

and the parents in their child's homeroom/advisory. EKs who work

together to support the teachers, connect parents with each other

and help strengthen our community. We are looking for some more

parents of 1st-4th graders in particular.

Email bfretwell@tcgis.org if you would like to volunteer.

Our EKs would like to reach out to parents but we need your

permission to share your contact information. If you are open to be contacted by the EK for your

class, please submit your information here to be shared with them.

e-Learning Days

e-Learning days are opportunities for student learning to continue despite school cancellation

due to inclement weather. Please familiarize yourself with our e-Learning plan. Teachers

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ApTgw9neXnmhIm1SpjNjtSBeDUG9JllNxOkjmYs-3jI/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:tcgisgirlscouts@gmail.com
mailto:bfretwell@tccgis.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScq9Qo0_08GVQO9ioC5uRbtdghSaZusYhrsOLeZBnt_rcAWVg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AhaxEFkogWzZWKJp1c1GHS54RGIw_HIbdX6T16TBQK8/edit?tab=t.0


distributed e-Learning choice boards to students on the first day of

school and on Back to School Night. The choice boards are also

available digitally on our e-Learning website.

Library Update

Students will soon have a Bücherei orientation in their

classroom and book check out will start on September 22.

We would love some volunteers to help in the library at the

following times:

Monday: 8:45-9:30am 

Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday: 8:45-9:15am

Wednesday: 2:15-3:15pm

If you can come in at another time, even 20 minutes of

shelving books helps a lot! Send an email to Frau Scholtz

at Library@tcgis.org if you are interested, and thank you in advance. 

FYI- Here is a wish list of books students have requested. Gently used, modern German

children's books are always appreciated for our library or the Book Sale.

Kindergarten Playdate organized by the FEC

The Family Engagement Council (FEC) is inviting all Kindergarten

families including their siblings to the Como Playground (across from the

Como Zoo):

Saturday, September 26

4pm

Kinderclub October Booking & Fall Enrichment Classes

Kinderclub October Booking (Regpack) & Fall Enrichment Classes

Registration (Infinite Campus) are now open through September 17th.

For questions contact dgerding-futagaki@tcgis.org before making

any payment.

https://files.constantcontact.com/bfe3114f001/02f43d6d-283d-4e89-b162-80e7fe7cee7d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/bfe3114f001/02f43d6d-283d-4e89-b162-80e7fe7cee7d.pdf
https://www.tcgis.org/e-learning-plan.html
mailto:Library@tcgis.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-7oxq4jP0mskqclLPo2pnLeGryL33vTnT8tjyeFkkP0/edit?gid=739867855#gid=739867855
https://www.tcgis.org/fec.html
https://8xpcb9dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wuK2v8m2IKTmfDDnIAVfxStUZjw5IxWgxJIxpihhksqsR66wXqJGRDPO-vAr-2saqr8phTdZGzDytZgIOrnBlZ8eTd_PAv2ShvHuP5OXYkKylSy12rSDSsMZjklG13MVZKKvwsnmd30PVVAmuBQv5XGnFTCt6Xuyj55XMo4CED0N4xFXgxKQ2AwemsZntg0g7AObJngcw36a6UPckzYBvA==&c=N08jg7pNVJWKomqfdWV4ZYYl97GYayvKYXjc0KP5xIVdQTBPVSCGFw==&ch=3kt6mVlq2FLiopevWrdFHphc49a23LQrHFXeSKl3UI6Xg99PfgtRhA==
https://8xpcb9dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wuK2v8m2IKTmfDDnIAVfxStUZjw5IxWgxJIxpihhksqsR66wXqJGRDPO-vAr-2saV9NvSc9_6OD5waO3gabWM6pK1_MNNhGPLcOEFvC-T3fBvLJ7-J5VB9Mn9oUyFODi7uWry9qCPto5BoZauL3ZRMU7vGzzjtfK5YOlyaVnuXCMUsFwX6JhqgR3k5ZGQXET&c=N08jg7pNVJWKomqfdWV4ZYYl97GYayvKYXjc0KP5xIVdQTBPVSCGFw==&ch=3kt6mVlq2FLiopevWrdFHphc49a23LQrHFXeSKl3UI6Xg99PfgtRhA==
mailto:dgerding-futagaki@tcgis.org


Donations Requested

We are looking to fill our PBIS prize chests and school store! If you are able

to donate to our wish list, we would be very grateful! Our first Mausmünzen

drawing is this Friday.

Current Open Positions

﻿TCGIS still has a few open positions available for the

school year. If you or anyone you know are interested,

please send them the link!

School Social Work & Behavior Interventionist

Educational Assistant

Please Follow Us on Social Media!﻿

Instagram

Facebook

Add something to the next Rundbrief

PTO News
Note: If you don't see the calendar at the end of your Rundbrief, the

message has been clipped and you must click "View entire message" to
read the entire Rundbrief. Danke!﻿﻿

﻿Invitation from the PTO

You are invited to the PTO's first meeting on the school year.

Contact the PTO with questions.

Everyone is welcome! Please RSVP so we know how much

food to order.

Our Fall Community Auction is just around the corner. We'll

send more information and donation forms out soon, but start

brainstorming what you can offer! 

https://8xpcb9dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wuK2v8m2IKTmfDDnIAVfxStUZjw5IxWgxJIxpihhksqsR66wXqJGRDPO-vAr-2sakxVoj5cPtOBEmjnG6qkj_YT09Xa3NrbxV5xhv1GPjyGnphD9Wl_EvSmBvfpN_rTXZbMozJgi8zoZoLMAizWinP2VW9Z2kD5RjUDHmPw6YSU9x7tro5vPk1vGnOJo_-AgLwJtehcLm1aWNLgcHWIUbhzMxksaHEKT&c=g5cUCF6GmZeRIvC2xFPrJxTfFLQJOJFxYh8dRSYdlnjiZyKumkuV7Q==&ch=j9h_TTjJgjfliSl2tbrlqoJ0Ns1u1XA8UwrtGFlYFpuctlvkNdFBQA==
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QAimoHrR4UyuJ9rZd-c_ouZ59w1lZuoLqXbA_u_8ugA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16q0EHbyhu8Wb_ylaE-iwMwgVbTKezIddYybbqIojzVk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.instagram.com/tcgis?fbclid=IwY2xjawTgd4FleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF1ZWd0Wk9EM0VKU21VN0Vwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHqrCkPylwgIOrktMcW_kNdQl7BVHr8QVaT6eTMKc9K6DtbKjVpiJQgBip_i9_aem_pj-s3gp9Vpw2EckoKTuigQ
https://www.facebook.com/TCGIS
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezn_keO3IaN-LYKyxPmHwONHgvml1Wqd23jLrQwEPm5U4B-w/viewform
mailto:tcgispto@gmail.com
https://bingo-and-pizza.cheddarup.com/


The Fall Community Auction is so fun because we get to see what the families in our school are

really excited about!

Host a dinner or movie night! Donate some art you make, or your favorite books or board games!

We're bringing back everyone's favorite Fall event and making it EPIC. This year, Herbstfest will

have candy, games, music, and food trucks! 

But not only do we need families to come and have fun but we can't do it without your help. 

For more information, to host a table for trick or treaters or create an awesome Carnival game

click here.

Join the PTO!

The PTO is a low commitment volunteer opportunity and

always a lot of fun. We have space on Staff Appreciation,

Fundraising, Communications, and Finance. ﻿

Email us with questions.

Signal groups to connect with grade level parents

The PTO set up Signal groups for each grade level for parents to

connect with each other if they wish to do so. Click on the logo to

download the free app and click on this document to find the grade

level group by graduation year, eg. 2035 just started Kindergarten.

Email bfretwell@tcgis.org with any questions.

School Board (Schulvorstand)
Announcements

Upcoming School Board & Committee Meetings

Committee of the Whole, Thursday, September 10: 6:30-8:30pm

https://meet.google.com/pvi-uaox-kmr

Fundraising Committee, Tuesday September 15: 3:30-4:30pm

https://meet.google.com/bna-augk-zop

https://signal.org/download/
https://signal.org/download/
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/tcgis-festival/items
mailto:tcgispto@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kJ2q06cloDCJQGwEfGXZkMEzuBR_hm2t45RisEFBIDk/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:bfretwell@tcgis.org
https://meet.google.com/pvi-uaox-kmr
https://meet.google.com/bna-augk-zop


Board Meeting in room 100 or Zoom, Thursday, September 24: 6:30pm

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81170148632?pwd=ZUhGYUJia3dMdmhtMnU4UFZ0aUZ5UT09

Community Events

Events at the Germanic American Institute

The GAI offers a number of events and youth language programs including DSD I exam

preparation.

Resources & Calendar
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