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Community is one of our five values at TCGIS. Community looks differently this year than
it has in the past. But community is more important than ever right now. The TCGIS
community is unique and I feel lucky to be a part of it. The mom in me is worried about the
lack of social connectedness in our current day to day and the educator is me is working
hard to bring opportunities to our young people. This issue includes some opportunities to
experience community in a virtual environment. So from the grade level Tanzparties
happening next week to baking with School Board Directors, I hope your kiddos are
experiencing some community in these dark, winter days.
~Elizabeth Zehnpfennig, Middle School Dean

Middle School Schedule and IRT Update
After reviewing current Covid-19 data from Minnesota Department of Health and the
guidelines from Minnesota Department of Education and understanding the need for early
decisions, the school’s Incident Response Team decided to maintain distance learning
through the end of January. The IRT will meet January 7th to make TCGIS's learning model
decision for February. The current schedule is as follows:

Community Building Opportunities
All Middle School Students:
5th and 6th grade Sozi teacher and Community builder enthusiast, Herr Tabisz, came up
with a plan to organize some social activities for our students during this difficult and
lonely time. Please see this spreadsheet and consider nudging your child toward
something they might enjoy. And we encourage all to consider hosting something.

High School Panels Coming Soon to a Zoom Near You:
All 8th graders and parents are welcome to join our High School Panel Night on
Wednesday, January 13, at 7 PM via Zoom TCGIS parent, Marilee Tuite, is planning a panel
that will consist of former TCGIS students, who are current 10th-12th graders at Central,
Mounds View, St. Anthony Village, Edison, and St. Louis Park High Schools. The panelists
have been at their respective high schools during non-COVID times, as well, and will
therefore be able to describe the many sides of "normal" high school life and answer any
questions our 8th graders might have. So, bring your questions about academic rigor (AP,
IB, honors), athletics, extracurricular clubs, music and theater, student events (i.e.
homecoming), and so on. Zoom link coming soon.

There is also a High School Night with Central High School currently being planned.
Normally there is a shadowing program and other introductory activities planned to inform
our students about the opportunities to continue German at Central in Saint Paul. SPPS is
adjusting to a new teacher and to this COVID year and things are taking a little longer. Stay
tuned for more information.

